
Thank you for your interest in submitting to Olive Press
Publishing . Please read our guidelines carefully before sending
your materials. Submissions that do not follow these guidelines
may not be considered.

Before You Submit:
Please do not submit your manuscript if:

You have already revealed your book cover.
You are currently hosting ARC sign-ups.
You have announced or posted a scheduled release date.

If submitting a series, pitch only Book 1 . The form includes
space to indicate series information.

We accept all spice levels , but if your book includes taboo
topics or trigger content, please clearly disclose that in the
form.

We do not accept unsolicited queries by email. Use the official
submission form only.

What We Do Not Accept:
Middle Grade or Children’s books
Erotica
Poetry
Biography / Autobiography / Memoir
Comics / Manga / Graphic Novels
Cookbooks
DIY
Self-Help
AI-written or AI-generated manuscripts (in whole or in part)

Minimum word count: 30,000 words for all submitted novels.

DEAR AUTHOR,
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Romance: all subgenres (contemporary, historical,
fantasy/romantasy, dystopian, magical realism, time travel, new
adult, YA, etc).
Genre Fiction: historical fiction, fantasy, dystopian, magical
realism, etc.

We highly welcome culturally rich or identity-based stories
featuring (or written by) authors who identify with:

BIPOC
LGBTQIA+
Neurodivergent
Disabled
Mental health representation
Chronic illness

Limited Quantities: Horror, psychological thriller, mystery,
suspense.

GENRES WE ACCEPT:
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QUERY LETTER
REQUIREMENTS:

Your query letter must be:
Personalized to Olive Press Publishing
Not AI-generated
Single-spaced
No longer than 1 page
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Include:
Hook
Title
Genre
Tropes
Word count
A pitch
Why you and your book would be a great fit for Olive Press
Publishing

SYNOPSIS REQUIREMENTS:
Your synopsis must be:

1–2 pages
Single-spaced
Present tense
A complete summary of the entire plot, including:

Major twists
Character arcs
Romance arc
Ending (Do not hide your ending)

Your synopsis should be clear, tight, and focused. Emotional
beats are welcome, but the prose should remain direct.

STRUCTURE GUIDE:
Paragraph 1 — Setup

Introduce the protagonist(s), the setting, their flaw, their goal,
and what’s at stake. End with the inciting incident.

Example: “Zac, a newly single baker, wants to rebuild his life
quietly in the small town of Stormy Hollow, until Jessica, a
chaotic romance novelist, barrels into his world and turns it
upside down.”
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Paragraph 2 — Rising Action

Show major complications, plot movement, and relationship
developments. What pushes the protagonist toward new
decisions?

Paragraph 3 — Midpoint & Escalation

How do the stakes rise? What goes wrong? How does the
central conflict or relationship deepen or fracture?

Paragraph 4 — Climax

Describe the final confrontation, emotional crisis, or major
turning point.

Paragraph 5 — Resolution

Show how the story ends, how the characters change internally
and externally, and how the romance resolves.

WHO WE ARE:
Olive Press Publishing is a freelance editorial and independent
publishing company based in the Carolinas. We are a micro-
team of four—Zara, Yasmine, Jay, and Frankie—founded by
indie author Zara Jade Astrid . Our mission: to diversify
literature and champion underrepresented authors.

We welcome authors who:
Are collaborative
Want to engage actively through editing, cover design,
marketing, and production
Care about authentic, inclusive storytelling

Authors who want to hand over their manuscript with no
collaboration are not a good fit for us.
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WHAT “FULL SERVICE”
MEANS:

Olive Press Publishing is a no-author-cost, non-vanity/hybrid
small press.

We provide:
Professional editing
Custom cover design
ARC management & distribution
Marketing & promotion
Typesetting and formatting
ISBN
Wide distribution

Authors never pay us.

Turnaround Time:
We are a micro-staff independent press. Because of this, our
standard response time is anywhere from 4–12 weeks . You’re
more than welcome to nudge us during that time.

If we request additional materials or have follow-up
questions, we will contact you directly.
If you have not heard back after 12 weeks, you may assume
we have passed; however, you are welcome to query the
status through the email provided in the form.

Thank you for trusting us with your words. At Olive Press
Publishing, we believe that stories shape the world, and we’re
honored to champion authors and narratives that deserve a
place on every shelf. We look forward to reading your
submission.

All our love,
Olive Press Publishing Team


